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Tackling the Global Burden of Epilepsy: 
Key Challenges

• Improve access to diagnosis and treatment

• Improve awareness and fight stigma, prejudice and 
discrimination

• Improve epilepsy knowledge in professionals and allied
health practitioners

• Nurture the leaders of tomorrow

• Foster development of innovative and more efficacious
treatments



ILAE 2013-2017- Some Achievements 

• 39 publications from ILAE Commissions / Task Forces 
approved in the current term

• Expanded educational programme, including Virepa, and 
Epilepsy in Wikipedia 

• Launch of  Epilepsia Open

• Improved organizational structure and governance

• Advocacy achievements – WHA Resolution, International 
Epilepsy Day, Global Research Priorities Initiative







https://www.epilepsydiagnosis.org







The Information Revolution: The Empowered Patient
ILAE and Epilepsy in Wikipedia 
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Most frequently consulted sites
for information about epilepsy

(ranking order)

Google # 1

Wikipedia # 5

Pubmed # 179

Medscape # 2,196

ILAE                     # 498,000

AES                     #  750,000

Pubmed Google

Search term
‘epilepsy’

Facts and figures
about Wikipedia

43 million articles

410 million medical page 
views/ month

285           languages

85,345        views on epilepsy
in the last 30 days

300 million Wikipedia zero  
people who can 
access freely with                                  
their mobile 
phones

Courtesy of  Sam Wiebe (modified)



http://www.epilepsybuenosaires2014.org/
http://www.epilepsybuenosaires2014.org/
http://www.epilepsysingapore2014.org/
http://www.epilepsysingapore2014.org/


Improving Services to Our Younger Members:
Registration Fees (EUR) for IECs – 2011 to 2017

2011               2013             2015                 2017
(Rome)         (Montreal)      (Istanbul)       (Barcelona)

Regular              655               545              545              615

Chapter 
Members 655 495              400              430           

Junior *              500                415               365             400

Jr Member*        500                365              300              325

*under 40 years of age

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The recently completed study of topiramate as monotherapy in newly diagnosed epilepsy took a unique approach to a comparative study.  For entry into the study, patients only had to have “epilepsy” …no specific seizure type or epilepsy syndrome was required.
Moreover, the study employed a more pragmatic approach by comparing topiramate against the investigator’s choice of therapy for a given patient.
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2017 Lifetime Achievement
Award

Social Accomplishment
Award



• A rich program of courses and summer schools, 
with extensive bursary support  

• Training fellowships

• Mentorship initiatives, e.g. through participation in 
Commission and Task Forces 

• Recognition programs, e.g. prizes for excellence in 
publications and  many other awards

• Facilitated access to Regional and International 
Congresses

What Does ILAE Do for Tomorrow’s Leaders?





Epilepsia 
2017 Basic Science Prize

Epilepsia 
2017 Clinical Research Prize

Epileptic Disorders
2017 Educational Prize



Approval of the Epilepsy Resolution by the 
World Health Assembly: A Historical 
Landmark | Tuesday 26th May 2015







• An ILAE Regulatory Task Force has been
established which communicates constructively
with regulatory agencies

• Several meetings organized with representatives
from FDA, EMA and PMDA 

• Goals include facilitating access of safe and 
effective treatments – issues addressed include 
monotherapy use, pediatric indications, and 
drugs for status epilepticus

Improving Access to Newer Treatments





CURE Report 2013 (http://www.cureepilepsy.org/downloads/research/state-of-epilepsy.pdf)



Stand Up for Epilepsy!







European Parliament, 7 February 2017









Jane Hegarty Gina Phelan             Finola QuinnRichard Holmes
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The ILAE Team: 2013-2017

Priscilla Shisler
Administrative Director

Donna Cunard
Financial Manager

Denis McEvoy          Helen Donohue
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