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Congress Council 
2022 Annual Report  

 
MEMBERS 
J. Helen Cross (UK), chair 
Birinus Ezeala-Adikaibe (Nigeria), ILAE-Africa 
John W. Dunne (Australia), ILAE-Asia & Oceania 
Hassan S. Hosny (Egypt), ILAE-Eastern Mediterranean  
Matthew Walker (UK), ILAE-Europe  
Jorge Burneo (Canada), ILAE-North America 
Yamile Calle-Lopez (Colombia), YES representative 
Sandor Beniczky (Denmark) 
Edward H. Bertram, III (USA) 
Ingmar Blümcke (Germany) 
Premysl Jiruska (Czech Republic) 
Dang Nguyen (Canada) 
Francesca Sofia (Italy) – IBE President 
Gus A. Baker (UK) – IBE Secretary General 
Julie Hall (UK), ILAE executive director 
Denis McEvoy (Ireland) – ILAE staff 
 
CONGRESS FINANCE REVIEW 
TASK FORCE 
J. Helen Cross (USA) 
Katja Kobow (Germany) 
Julie Hall (UK) 
Linda Beza (USA) 
Jean Gotman (Canada) 
 

Denis McEvoy (Ireland) 
Haitian Power (Ireland) 
Chahnez Charfi Triki (Tunisia) 
Graeme Shears (Australia) 

INDUSTRY RELATIONS 
TASK FORCE 
Alexis Arzimanoglou (France) 
Roberto Horacio Caraballo (Argentina) 
J. Helen Cross (USA) 
Arthur Cukiert (Brazil) 
 

Jean Gotman (Canada) 
Hassan s. Hosny (Egypt) 
Patrick Kwan (Australia) 
Eugen Trinka (Austria) 
 

PROGRAM INNOVATION 
TASK FORCE 
Edward H. Bertram, III (USA) 
Shem Ochieng (Kenya) 
Kate Riney (Australia) 

Genevieve Rayner (Asutralia) 
Sallie Baxendale (UK) 
Aristea Galanopoulou (USA) 
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Boulenouar Mesraoua  
Marian Galovic (Switzerland) 
Diego Jimenez-Jimenez (UK) 
Jennifer Hopp (USA) 
Christos Lisgaras (USA) 
 

Marielle Prevos-Morgant 
Francesca Sofia (Italy) 
Lorraine Lally (Ireland) 
Denis McEvoy (Ireland) 
 

TECHNOLOGY 
TASK FORCE 
Dang Nguyen (Canada) 
Veena Kander (South Africa) 
David Vaughan (Australia) 
Haytham Al Tayeb (Saudi Arabia) 
Caroline Neuray (Austria) 
Sebastian Ortiz de la Rosa (Colombia) 
 

Christopher Skidmore (USA) 
Carolina Ferreira Atuesta (Colombia) 
Alina Ivaniuk (USA) 
Elizabteh Dueweke (USA) 
Denis McEvoy (Ireland) 

ACTIVITES  
• Over the course of the year, two in-person and two online congresses were held:  

o 2nd North American Epilepsy Congress (NAEC), 5-8 May 2022 - Online 
o 14th European Epilepsy Congress (EEC), 9-13 July 2022 - Geneva, Switzerland 
o XII Congreso Latinoamericano de Epilepsia (LAEC), 1-4 October 2022 - Medellín, 

Colombia 
o 14th Asia & Oceanian Epilepsy Congress (AOEC), 17-19 November 2022 - Online 

• 3,400 people attended one or more of the congresses. 
• Feedback from all four congresses was overwhelmingly positive. 
• Registration fees continued at the lowered rates to enhance engagement from 

professionals working in lower resource settings. 
• Industry sponsorship saw a significant recovery to pre-pandemic levels for in-person 

congresses. 
 
ACCOMPLISHEMENTS  

• Implemented local chapter agreements, bursary arrangement templates, standardized 
congress terminology 

• Added annexes to the Congress Manual that deal with conflict of interest, copyright 
material and competing meetings 

• Finalized Standard Operating Procedures for congress management through a project 
management system 

• Balanced online attendance with return to primarily in-person congresses 
• Facilitated understanding of the key risks and opportunities through the development of 

a congress risk register 
• Updated ‘congress models’ to meet the needs of different regions 
• Reviewed: 

o Structure of IEC programme based on a needs analysis survey 
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o Offering to industry partners    
o Technological solutions for online platforms, captioning and translations 
o Budgeting – including forecast modelling of income streams 

 
MEETINGS 
Congress Council met five times; Congress Finance Review Committee (CFRC) met four times; 
Programme Innovation Task Force met four times; Technology Task Force met three times; 
Industry Relations Task Force met twice. 
 
 

Report submitted by Denis McEvoy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


