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Surgery in Children. The review has been approved as an
ILAE report and has been submitted for publication in
Epilepsia with a flow chart of an evaluation protocol for
presurgical evaluation. The next objectives for the Task
Force will be to propose guidelines for the evaluation of de-
velopmental outcome after surgery, propose recommenda-
tions for specific surgical techniques, and establish a
severity scale for seizure evaluation.

One of the important tasks that we faced was passing
the experience of one generation of pediatric epileptologists
to the next. In the last four years, two important programs
have emerged.

The first is the e-learning program for Neonatal and Pe-
diatric EEG. The first edition of the e-learning course enti-
tled, “The role of EEG in the diagnosis and management of
epilepsy in neonates and children,” was held from October
2011 to March 2012. Thirty-three students from 21 coun-
tries took part. Eight units were developed by teachers from
various countries. The evaluation by the students was very
good, as 100 percent of them would recommend the course
to others. The second edition is underway, again success-
fully. 

The second educational program is the Summer School
on San Servolo Island in Venice. The theme for 2012 was

“Management of seizures and epilepsies in neonates and
infants.” Perrine Plouin and Federico Vigevano directed the
course that was attended by 63 students from 44 countries
and was led by 34 teachers. The program included classical
teaching, case presentations done by both students and
teachers, and Group Project Works. The course was success-
ful and evaluation questionnaires filed by the students
were very positive.

We thank our many colleagues who have been essential
in the great progress that has been made in the last four
years, but we are also left with the realization that after so
much has been accomplished, much still remains to be
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The Therapeutics Commission has a broad mandate to
review current treatments and to advocate for improve-
ments. Because of the great diversity of the topics,

ranging from the use of natural products to surgery, the
Commission created separate Task Forces. Each Task Force
will focus on a topic of growing interest or pressing impor-
tance: natural products, clinical trial strategies, pharma-
cogenomics and surgery.

Natural Products Task Force
Steven Schachter, Chair
The Task Force has developed “Epilepsy Naturapedia,” a
wiki to be launched in 2013 and hosted on the ILAE web-
site, that will be the most comprehensive, current and cus-
tomizable central research hub for bench-to-bedside
scientific information on the use of natural products for the
treatment of epilepsy. Among its many features, Epilepsy
Naturapedia enables users to search for information using:
1. Common names
2. Scientific names
3. Names of compounds
4. Names of historical neurologists
5. Historical use
6. Pharmaceutical information
7. Published evidence for use in the treatment of epilepsy 

Users may apply for privileges to create new pages or
edit existing pages by adding links, images, and their own
text.

New Strategies of Clinical 
Therapeutic Studies Task Force
Jacqueline French, Chair
The primary focus of this Task Force has been global har-
monization of regulatory requirements for clinical trials of
antiepileptic therapies. Nine members of EMA and Russell
Katz, FDA Neuropharmacology Division Director, attended a
Task Force meeting in Paris on 17 November 2011. Based

on the meeting, the Task Force plans to submit three
whitepapers to the FDA: using add-on therapy for a com-
bined monotherapy / add-on therapy indication, the ex-
trapolation of adult partial onset seizure data to children,
and use of the time to event analysis for pivotal trials. Dis-
cussions will continue with the EMA.

Pharmacogenomics Task Force
Patrick Kwan, Chair
The Task Force has outlined a number of issues related to
the use of pharmacogenomics to select, titrate and monitor
antiepileptic drug therapies. A critically important step in
this effort is to define drug response phenotypes, and the
Task Force is preparing a discussion paper on this topic.

Surgery Task Force
Bernhard Steinhoff, Chair
The Surgery Task Force has conducted a literature review of
the surgical treatment of cavernomas associated with
epilepsy, outlined recommended surgical approaches and
identified opportunities for further research. A manuscript
containing the findings and consensus recommendations
has been sent for review prior to submission to Epilepsia.
Improved and more effective therapies are critically needed
and there is no clear breakthrough in sight. It is our hope
that our multi-faceted approach will get us to our goal. 
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The ILAE website will offer the possibility for 
institutions to announce clinical and research 
fellowships in epilepsy-related disciplines 
(epileptology, neurophysiology, neurosurgery . . . ).
Institutions can describe their fellowship program in a
few lines. The service is free of charge and an-
nouncements will initially stay posted for six months.
For information, contact info@ilae.org.
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