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The ever spiraling costs of new drugs and health care costs have resulted in several health care providers opting for the supply of generic antiepileptic drugs (AEDs) in national health care systems and hospitals.  While the choice of generic drugs for several other chronic conditions is acceptable in several countries, opting for generic AEDs is not as straightforward. Some published studies have reported that several neurologists have had patients experiencing breakthrough seizures and increased side effects following not only the generic substitution of brand-name AEDs, but also after switching from one generic to another generic AED. A difference should be made in the utilization of generic products in newly diagnosed patients (prescriability) to old patients that have been on n innovative AED and are switched to a generic product of the same AED (switchability).

This session will discuss the benefits and disadvantages with the use of generic AEDs and the criteria for a comparative analysis of generic products (bioequivalence).  Can the direct and indirect costs associated  with additional seizures and side effects outweigh potential cost savings of generic AEDs? What does bioequivalence mean? Are placebo effects involved in epilepsy? Which drugs and types of epilepsy may be more acceptable to have generic drug substitution?  Are there cultural and cross–country differences involved?

