
Dear colleagues,   

Dear friends, 

First of all, I would like to thank the Chapters that gave me this opportunity 
to be in the list of candidates for one of the offices of the ILAE, cooperating 
with our new President Emilio Perucca in establishing a successful Program 
to improve the care of epilepsy worldwide. 

I’m a specialist in Neurology, Neuropediatrics and Electrophysiology and 
presently Associate Professor of the Neurology Department of Universidade 
Federal de São Paulo in Brazil. In the beginnings of the 90`s, after finishing my Post-Doctorate at the 
National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, USA under the mentorship of William Theodore, I joined my 
Brazilian colleagues and together we developed a program with the Ministry of Health establishing 
Centers of Excellence in the Treatment of Epilepsy in Public Universities. This pioneer program allowed 
an unprecedented rise in education, patient care and research in the field of epilepsy in my country. 
Nowadays, epilepsy is the area with the largest number of scientific publications and theses within 
Brazilian Neurology. Personally, I`m co-author of more than 100 peer-reviewed papers in epilepsy, 
many based upon PhD and doctoral theses written under my direction by young neurologists; and also 
of eight books written to support educational activities in the country. I was President of the Brazilian 
League against Epilepsy 1994-1996 and of the Brazilian Epilepsy Association from 2003-2006 through 
which since 2005 I have been serving the IBE as Vice-President of the Latin American Commission.  

From 2005 - 2009, I served the ILAE as Chair of the Education Commission, in which apart from the 
global agenda I also represented the Lusophonic branch, with the challenge of developing an 
Educational Program for Portuguese speaking countries. This allowed for the establishment of closer 
relations between epileptologists from Brazil, Portugal, Mozambique, Angola and Cape Verde. Since 
2007 the dream came true of promoting epilepsy education in Latin America by an annual Latin 
American Summer School on Epilepsy (LASSE). In 2013 I will share again with Esper Cavalheiro, its 
mastermind, the organization of its seventh edition. Presently, as a member of the ILAE Education 
Commission I was honored by the invitation of members of the Commission on Latin American Affairs 
for serving as the Chair of our Epilepsy Academy (ALADE),  through which we motivate young students 
to whom we offer training fellowships of variable length in Latin American Epilepsy Centers. 

Considering education as a major commitment I hope my experience will be useful for serving at the 
global ILAE level, mainly supporting networking for epilepsy in the developing world and implementing 
the educational agenda of our organization. I strongly believe that joining our hands, colleagues from 
developed and developing regions will improve epilepsy care and knowledge of all, and these are the 
main reasons for which I hope I can deserve your vote to be a member of the ILAE Executive 
Committee. 

Sincerely, 

Elza Márcia Yacubian 
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 A. Personal Statement. 
 
I’m a specialist in Neurology, Neuropediatrics and Electrophysiology and presently Associate Professor of the 
Neurology Department of Universidade Federal de São Paulo in Brazil. In the beginnings of the 90`s, after 
finishing my Post-Doctorate at the National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, USA under the mentorship of 
William Theodore, I joined my Brazilian colleagues and together we developed a program with the Ministry of 
Health establishing Centers of Excellence in the Treatment of Epilepsy in Public Universities. This pioneer 
program allowed an unprecedented rise in education, patient care and research in the field of epilepsy in my 
country. Nowadays, epilepsy is the area with the largest number of scientific publications and theses within 
Brazilian Neurology. Personally, I`m co-author of more than 100 peer-reviewed papers in epilepsy, many 
based upon PhD and doctoral theses written under my direction by young neurologists; and also of eight books 
written to support educational activities in the country. I was President of the Brazilian League against Epilepsy 
1994-1996 and of the Brazilian Epilepsy Association from 2004-2008 through which since 2005 I have been 
serving the IBE as Vice-President of the Latin American Commission.  
From 2005 - 2009, I served the ILAE as Chair of the Education Commission, in which apart from the global 
agenda I also represented the Lusophonic branch, with the challenge of developing an Educational Program 
for Portuguese speaking countries. This allowed for the establishment of closer relations between 
epileptologists from Brazil, Portugal, Mozambique, Angola and Cape Verde. Since 2007 the dream came true 
of promoting epilepsy education in Latin America by an annual Latin American Summer School on Epilepsy 
(LASSE). In 2013 I will share again with Esper Cavalheiro, its mastermind, the organization of its seventh 
edition. Presently, as a member of the ILAE Education Commission I was honored by the invitation of 
members of the Commission on Latin American Affairs for serving as the Chair of our Epilepsy Academy 
(ALADE),  through which we motivate young students to whom we offer training fellowships of variable length 
in Latin American Epilepsy Centers. 
 



 
B. Positions and Honors 
 
Positions and Employment 
 
1992-2000      Chief Epilepsy Program, Department of Neurology, Hospital das Clínicas, Faculdade de 

Medicina da Universidade de São Paulo, SP, Brazil 
2000-present Chief Epilepsy Program, Department of Neurology and Neurosurgery,  Hospital São Paulo, 
Universidade Federal de São Paulo, SP, Brazil 
 

Other Experience and Professional Memberships 
 
1994-1996  President of the Liga Brasileira de Epilepsia  
2003-2006  President of the Associação Brasileira de Epilepsia  
2005-present Vice-President Latin American Commission of the International Bureau for Epilepsy  
2005-2009  Chair, Commission on Education of the International League Against Epilepsy 
2009-present   Chair, SubCommission on Education, Latin American Commission on Epilepsy, ILAE 

Honors 

2009 Certificate of Recognition, International League against Epilepsy- Chair of the Commission on 
Education 2005-2009  
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surgical outcome in temporal lobe epilepsy with mesial temporal sclerosis. Clin Neuropathol 2012 Jul 5. 
[Epub ahead of print] 

 
 
D. Research Support 
 
R01 NS055057-01A2    Delgado-Escueta (PI)               04/01/2010-03/31/2015 
Discovering More Juvenile Myoclonic Epilepsy Genes by a Consortium.  
The goals of this study are to accelerate discovery of epilepsy causing genes for JME, their pathogenetic 
mechanisms and cures through an international “GENESS” consortium. This consortium includes various sites 
in the developing world which provide human genetic resources, such as many large families. 
Role: Site Director (Brazil) 
 
Fundação de Amparo à Pesquisa do Estado de São Paulo (2008-2012) 
Projeto CINAPSE. Epilepsy tissue study program with the group of Prof. Esper Abrão Cavalheiro. 
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