ILAE CENTENARY FILM FESTIVAL
winning entries

In 2008, the ILAE announced a competition for the ILAE Centenary Award for Film to encourage fresh
perspectives on epilepsy and seizures in film. The judging criteria were creative and artistic excellence.
The competition attracted entries from Europe, Asia, North and South America, Africa and the Middle
East, representing many different film genres.

The winning entries and the commended
shorts will all be shown during the conference.

Commended Shorts

Ictal (UK) Overall winner – ILAE Centenary Award for Film

Stigma (Brazil)

This innovative short film depicts a seizure
from the sufferer’s viewpoint. The soundtrack
was created by the filmmaker from EEG data
recorded during a seizure, converted to sound.
WORLD PREMIERE SHOWING WITH DIRECTOR PRESENT

Set against the
background of
ambiguous and
provocative images,
Stigma narrates the life
of Machado de Assis (1839 –19 0 8),
a writer with epilepsy, born into
stark poverty in 19th–century Brazil.

Year of the Wolf (Finland) Winner – Best Feature Film
A love story. An ominous darkness and the
feeling of being hunted are used in this film
to portray the ever present threat of seizures
following a diagnosis of epilepsy. Water is also
strong theme throughout the film, sometimes
retreating, other times engulfing, representing
the experience of seizures.
Rachel: A Perfect Life (Australia) Winner – Best Documentary
This feature–length documentary follows
Rachel through as she contemplates and then
undergoes a temporal lobe resection for her
medically intractable epilepsy. In addition to
an honest portrayal of an unexpectedly stormy
postoperative period, the filmmakers used Rachel’s T–shirt
motifs to highlight the chapters of her recovery and the
soundtrack to alert the view to the threat of a resumption of
seizures following the surgery.
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A Better Waiting Room (Wales)
A black comedy that
explores the ways in
which epilepsy can, on
occasion, work to
someone’s advantage.

Shaken (USA)
A dramatic, cultural
exploration of the
wider impact of
epilepsy on family
members.
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On 13 –14 December 1946, the American branch of the
ILAE held its ﬁrst post-war meeting, in New York, jointly
with the Association for Research in Nervous and Mental
Disease (it was the 26th annual meeting of this organisation, to which Lennox had been appointed president
the year before). This was a remarkable meeting with an
excellent programme demonstrating the range and scope
of American epileptology. The discipline had greatly
developed during the war, stimulated by the introduction
of EEG and of new drug therapies, and also the depressing fact that epilepsy was a common consequence of
war injury. There were 44 lectures from members of the
American branch, and one given by a foreign invited
speaker (in the session on EEG by Grey Walter from
Bristol titled ‘Analytical Means of Discovering the Origin
and Nature of Epileptic Disturbances’). The papers from
the American branch included contributions by Penﬁeld,
Jasper, Margaret Lennox, William Lennox, Merritt, Erna
and Frederic Gibbs, Earl Walker, Pearce Bailey, Ziskind,
Livingston, Robert Schwab, Potter and Fay. As Lennox
wrote, ‘This two day session covered the various aspects of
research in epilepsy with a completeness never attempted
before’, a statement it is hard to disagree with. The pro-

Waldorf Astoria Hotel, site of the 1946 ILAE congress. (Courtesy the
Picture Collection, the Branch Libraries, New York Public Library,
Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations)

The ﬁrst advertisements to appear in Epilepsia after the war were
those for the antiepileptic drug Dilantin – in the style of the period,
with an architectural image of power and control in the Albert
Speer mode.

gramme included investigations in history, aetiology and
experimental studies dealing with transmission of nerve
impulses and electrophysical aspects. Major emphases of
the conference were on EEG and newer therapies such as
diphenylimide, Mesantoin, Tridione and dimethylethyl
oxazoladine. Traumatic epilepsy
sy as a byproduct of war
was considered in ﬁve papers, including
ncluding new techniques
for operative surgery. Four papers
rs dealt with psychosocial
studies. In many ways, this conference
nference was a prototype
for the subsequent meetings off the American
Epilepsy
A
Society. However, a more international
nationa involvement had
to wait until the next meeting of the Inte
International League,
which was in Paris in 1949.
In 1946, Holland and Argentina
entina formed branches
of the League, bringing the number
mber of branches to ﬁve.
At the business meeting held on 13 December 1946,
the ofﬁcers of the League weree elected
electe as follows: president, Lennox (re-elected); secretary,
retary, SSchou (re-elected);
vice-president, B. Ch. Ledeboerr (Heem
(Heemstede, Holland);
treasurer, Denis Williams (London,
and editor
don, England);
En
of Epilepsia, Lennox (re-elected).
).

Chapter 1 The First Period: 1909 –1952
Tylor Fox from Lingﬁeld stepped down as treasurer
(and also as superintendent at Lingﬁeld) as his health
was failing. He died 2 years later. He was replaced by
Williams, who was the doyen of British epileptology at
the time, and who remained treasurer of the ILAE until
1953. This, too, was the year when Ledeboer, who was to
become secretary-general in 1953, ﬁrst appeared on the
international body, and that saw the re-establishment of
Holland, after the death of Muskens, as a leading country
in the epilepsy movement.68 This also constituted the
last appearance of Schou on the international body. By
1948, he was no longer a member of the editorial board
of Epilepsia. There were no Scandinavian chapter reports
from these years and no mention of Schou nor thanks for
his long service.69 With his departure and the death of
Tylor Fox, of the persons originally ofﬁcials of the ILAE at
its re-emergence in 1935, only Lennox remained active.
At the 1946 business meeting, Lennox was asked to
appoint an editorial board for Epilepsia with representatives from each chapter (those chosen were Schou, Tylor
Fox, Ledeboer, Cantlon from Argentina and C. Wesley
Watson from the United States). Lennox also successfully moved that the American Epilepsy League (the lay
organisation) should be named an afﬁliate of the International League and share editorial as well as ﬁnancial
responsibilities for the publication of Epilepsia. As a start
of this collaboration, Lennox published in Epilepsia (1947)
an article titled ‘The Higher Education of Epileptics’
by himself, Merle McBride and Potter of the American
Epilepsy League. This was the only article in the issue,
and presented the results of a survey of 1,676 US higher
enrolment of epileptics in
education institutions and the enrol

THE BOOK IS BEING PRODUCED IN A LIMITED EDITION
OF 1000 COPIES
234

PURCHASE YOUR INDIVIDUALLY NUMBERED AND NAMED
PRESENTATION COPY AT A SPECIAL CONFERENCE PRICE

Lennox’s two-volume opus, written with his daughter Margaret, was
published posthumously in 1960.

68
The Dutch branch later
ater reported that duri
during the German
akeover of Heemstede effectively put an end
occupation, the Nazi takeover
to all activities, ‘the whole
nursing staff and the patients
hole medical and nursi
having disappeared “underground”
brought back to their
underground” or broug
relations at home’. Thee ‘fresh start’ that beckoned
after liberation in
beck
1945 was hampered, among
mong other insults, by a ‘scarcity of paper’
(Glastra van Loon 1949,
49, 11, 12).
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69
In reporting the news
ws of the Scandinavian Medical Society for the
Study of Epilepsies to another journal, H.P. SStubbe Teglbjaerg,
Schou’s successor in the
he society as well as the ILAE, wrote, ‘On
account of [Schou’s] severe
in 1949 to join
evere illness he was hindered
hin
in the former Scandinavian
… N.E. [the
avian neurological congress
con
Scandinavian society] has since then been in a languishing state.
The distribution of Epilepsia
ilepsia and of reprints of Scandinavian
papers on epilepsy hass been stopped for the llast three years as well
as the collection of subscriptions
members of N.E.’
bscriptions from the m
(Stubbe Teglbjaerg 1954).
54).

continuing to 5pm. This conference represents the ﬁrst
of the large-scale ILAE conferences to which we have
grown accustomed in recent years. The proceedings, consisting of about 310 papers, were published as extended
abstracts or abstracts in the Advances of Epileptology series.
The full extent of the scientiﬁc content can be gathered
from this volume.

Macdonald Critchley, urbane ILAE president from 1949 to 1953.
(Courtesy Institute of Neurology, National Hospital for Neurology
and Neurosurgery, Queen Square, London)

11th Epilepsy International Symposium
Florence
30 September–3 October 1979
No. of delegates: approx. 800 (from press reports;
probably somewhat fewer)
Organising Committee:
F. Castellano
R. Gibbs
R.H.E. Grant
H. Meinardi
J.K. Penry

The ILAE is pleased to announce the publication of this book marking its centenary in 2009.
This book charts the course of the history of the ILAE over its first hundred years, within
the context of the history of neurology and medicine. The ILAE achieved much in its first
century and the book attempts to be a scholarly work reflecting the quality of the ILAE.
It includes much previously unpublished material deriving from in–depth research in the
ILAE archives and interviews with individuals involved with the ILAE and many other historical sources around the world.
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F. Rubio-Donnadieu
R. Zappoli (Local Committee)
F. Angeleri (Chairman)
R. Canger (Secretary)

Scientiﬁc Programme
Committee:
J. Bancaud
J.K. Penry
L. Bergamini
C.A. Tassinari
R. Canger
J.A. Wada
S. Garattini
F. Angeleri
D. Janz(Chairman)
R. Gibbs (Secretary)
E. Lugaresi
H.M. McGuckin
H. Meinardi
P.L. Morselli

Delegates to the Florence congress in 1979 were treated to a Gucci
fashion show.

Programme – main themes:
Anatomo-electro-clinical Correlations in Human and
Experimental Epilepsies
Psycho-social Disorders in Epilepsy
Neurobiological Basis of Epilepsy
Advances in Drug Treatment
The event organiser Maria Grazia Riontino pulled out all
the stops for the 11th Epilepsy International Symposium,
held at the Palazzo dei Congressi in Florence. Organisers
and committee members were housed at the Hotel
Baglioni. The social programme featured a welcome
cocktail offered by the drinks maker Cinzano, along with
an organ concert at the Basilica di San Miniato al Monte
and a dinner at the villa reale ‘La Ferdinanda’, as well as
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The woodcut print of St Valentine included
uded in tthe Florence
programme.

An illustration by Frederic G. Gibbs,
Hallowell Davis and William G. Lennox of
the EEG in petit mal epilepsy.

EEG societies and the EEG journal

Federation of EEG Societies, the EEG Journal and the
American EEG Society (Cobb 1985). Herbert Jasper, the
ﬁrst president of the American EEG Society and the ﬁrst
editor of the EEG Journal, was himself engaged in basic
research on epilepsy, and, for many, the use of the term
‘EEG’ was not meant to refer to a narrow clinical discipline,

Major advances in the ﬁeld of neuroscience developed in
the mid-20th century as a result of the growth of neurophysiology, including the development of electroencephalography (EEG), the creation in 1947 of the International

Chapter 3 The Third Period: 1993 –2009
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The book is 338 pages, in full colour and with over 100 historical photographs and
illustrations. Each copy is lavishly produced, beautifully presented with a book plate with
an individual number and owner’s name. It will be a valuable volume which will grace the
library of epileptologists and bibliophiles.
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present. *In 2007 US dollar equivalent
ﬁgures.

Year

for each commission. Meeting on 20 August 2000, the
executive decided that, from the 2002 European congress onward, surplus funds for the regional congresses
would be distributed 25% to the local ILAE chapter, and
of the remaining 75%, the ILAE would allocate 50% to the
new European Commission (see below). In exchange,
the ILAE centrally, not the local chapter, would carry
the ﬁnancial risk of the congresses. In principle, funds
from external sources were to be applied to the speciﬁed
commitments.
At that same meeting, the League’s assets were reported
to be $2.8 million. Merrill Lynch representatives were
invited to present an assessment of the ILAE investment
strategy at the next executive meeting in Los Angeles.
Following the presentation, the ofﬁcers concluded that
the League was holding too much cash, and moved
its holdings in the Schroder ﬁxed-income fund to a
mixed portfolio managed by Merrill Lynch ($252,251).
It further moved to draw up a cash ﬂow sheet showing
approximately how much was needed to run the League’s
operations.
By September 2001, the League’s total assets stood at
$2.6 million (ILAE EC Minutes, December 2001). This
amount was down slightly from the previous reporting period owing to the decline in the stock market.
The change of publisher of Epilepsia (see Chapter 7) was
providing unprecedented levels of royalties, and in 2002
Epilepsia would deliver $832,989 (ILAE EC Minutes,
March 2002). The supplements programme had exceeded
all expectations. Advertising was below budget, but sales
of reprints to industry did very well.

In December 2002, the League’s fund balance had
swelled to over $3.5 million. Expenses were $1.1 million.
Royalties from Epilepsia continued to be substantially
higher, and expenses were reduced under the new publishing contract. In each of the following years, Epilepsia
delivered a royalty surplus to the ILAE of over $1 million
and supplement revenue was also up against 2002.22
The League’s balance at 30 June 2003 was $4.8 million.
Following the treasurer’s presentation to the executive in
Lisbon later that year, the ofﬁcers brought up once again
the ILAE’s independence of pharmaceutical companies as
desirable, not just owing to conﬂict of interest but also
because epilepsy drugs were becoming a lower priority for
some big ﬁrms and the money could disappear (ILAE EC
Minutes, October 2003). Individuals on the executive were
also heavily involved with
h the pharmaceutical industry,
and this was felt by some to
o represent a conﬂict of interest.
Lessening dependence did
d not, of course, mean cutting
ILAE ties with the industryy completely. The executive asked
the League’s Finance Committee
mmittee to brainstorm on the
issue and to generate somee best case/worst case scenarios,
116 International League Against Epilepsy 1909–2009 A Centenary History
as well as to identify ways of diversifying revenues.
100

22 The journal income only began
an to fall in 2006 in which year a
90over
number of pressures began to build. Also, Blackwell was taken
by Wiley in November 2006. The
he lower surplus was due largely to a
80
reduction in advertising income
me as the world economy began to
falter, but also to diminished income
ncome from supplements, as well
70 as
fewer requests for reprints and colour printings. An added and
60
worrisome factor was the disturbance
rbance to publishing quality caused
by the publisher’s merger. In fact,
act, the ILAE held high-level meetings
50
with Wiley-Blackwell to discusss the situation.
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He also visited St Petersburg and clariﬁed some of the problems of
the Russian chapter, including internal politics and the death of the
chapter’s president (and consequently loss of information) before a
functioning structure had been established.
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81

At its April 1997 meeting, the executive announced that India had
established an ILAE chapter under the name Indian Epilepsy Society,
and moved to accept it as a full chapter of the League despite some
concern that ‘personalities active in the ﬁeld of epileptology’ were
missing from the roster.
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Overall, the policy for dealing with non-payment of dues
remained unclear.
In July 1993, Turkey, Burkina Faso and Taiwan were
provisionally approved for membership, as was India,
although contingent on complete and formal separation of its IBE and ILAE chapters within 4 years.36 By
April 1995, the Czech Republic, Egypt, Greece, Moldova
and Lithuania were ready for provisional acceptance,
and new contacts had been made with Belgium, Bosnia,
Honduras, Iceland, Iran, Malta, Macedonia, Tunisia and
Zimbabwe. Secretary-general Peter Wolf tried in many
countries without chapters to identify colleagues with
an interest in epilepsy and encourage them to establish
national branches. Thus, on the way to the Executive
Committee meeting in Rheinfelden in April 1995, he
buttonholed37 a group of 54 doctors from 12 Eastern
European countries on visit in Bonn, and gave them
copies of the League’s roster.
In March 1997, ILAE past-president Ted Reynolds
attended the First Pan-Arab Congress in Riyadh, Saudia
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· ILAE – the first period 1909–1952
· ILAE – the second period 1953–1992
· ILAE – the third period 1993–2009
· Development of the classification and nosology of epilepsy 1909–2009
· Organisation of basic science in epilepsy with special reference to the ILAE
· The relations of the ILAE with the lay organisations
· Epilepsia – the journal of the ILAE
· ILAE – commissions, task forces and the Global Campaign Against Epilepsy
· ILAE – the international symposia and congresses 1909–2009
· Appendices – ILAE Chapters and dates of incorporation
– ILAE Executive Committee membership
– ILAE Commission membership
– ILAE Constitution and bylaws
– ILAE Ambassadors for epilepsy: 1968–present

Gibbs’s presentation of types of normal
and abnormal EEGs. (Courtesy New York
Academy of Medicine)

6,000,000

19

The volume includes the following chapters and appendices:

8,000,000

Between 1993 and 1997 alone, an additional
20 chapters joined the League.

Arabia, which attracted over 400 delegates. As of 1997,
the secretary-general (Wolf ) estimated that the League
had 11,000–12,000 individual members. At the close
of Reynolds’ administration, the chapters numbered 62
(Reynolds 1998). By March 2001 there were 77 chapters,38
according to the president, Pete Engel. The establishment
of Kyrgyzstan in a short 3 years was thanks to a visit by
the Global Campaign and Wolf.
The number of chapters kept growing. One of the
main objectives of the new headquarters ofﬁce in Brussels
was to maintain the contacts with chapters that had
been established in Bielefeld, and integrate the new
chapters into the structure. In 2002, when the Brussels
ofﬁce started its work, of the League’s 86 provisional
and approved chapters (based on the minutes), 82 had
responded to requests for information and now – for
the ﬁrst time – there were good lists of the ofﬁcers of
each chapter. An effort to obtain members’ lists was less

38
Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina
Faso, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Republic of Croatia, Cuba,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Great Britain, Greece,
Guatemala, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kyrgystan, Latvia, Lebanon, Lithuania,
Macedonia, Mexico, Moldova, Morocco, The Netherlands, Norway,
Panama, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Taiwan, Thailand,
Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, United States, Uruguay, Venezuela,
Yugoslavia, Zaire.
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The sun never sets on the ILAE
ILAE membership around the world
Map of the world, with blue shading indicating ILAE membership
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INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE
AGAINST EPILEPSY
JOIN THE INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE AGAINST
EPILEPSY – IN THIS ITS CENTENARY YEAR –
AND BE PART OF A WORLDWIDE MOVEMENT

William G Lennox

Macdonanld Critchley

ILAE president 1935–1949

ILAE president 1949–1953

A Earl Walker

Francis L McNaughton

AM Lorentz de Haas

ILAE president 1953–1957

ILAE president 1961–1965

ILAE president 1965–1967

It is hoped that all attendees to this the Centenary
Conference of the ILAE will consider joining the
organisation – as the strength of the organisation
depends on its global membership. Information about
application is available at this booth.
ILAE is the world’s pre–eminent association of physicians and other health professionals working towards
a world where no person’s life is limited by epilepsy.
Epilepsy is a worldwide condition and the ILAE has
a global reach. Epilepsy affects children and adults,
complicates many other medical diseases, as well
as occurring alone, and requires long–term treatment. It is a heavy burden for many patients, and
the aim of the ILAE is:

Jerome K Merlis

Henri Gastaut

David D Daly

ILAE president 1967–1969

ILAE president 1969–1973

ILAE president 1973–1977

· To advance and disseminate knowledge
about epilepsy
· To promote research, education and training
· To improve services and care for patients,
especially by prevention, diagnosis and
treatment
The ILAE was founded in Budapest in 1909 and has
become an important influence on epilepsy policy,
research and treatment. It has been governed, since
1935, by an Executive Committee, with distinguished
presidents and members – voted in each 4 years by
the national chapters. The ILAE runs conferences on
a national, regional and international basis. It owns
and publishes the premier epilepsy journal Epilepsia
and works to achieve its aims through its national
chapters and its commissions and task forces. It is
through the efforts of its members, all volunteers,
that its achieves its goals.
If you are not a member already, please consider joining the organisation and contributing to the global
effort to improve the lives of those with epilepsy.

Epi_poster.indb 73

J Kiffin Penry

Mogens Dam

Fred E Dreifuss

ILAE president 1977–1981

ILAE president 1981– 1985

ILAE president 1985–1989

Harry Meinardi

Edward H Reynolds

Jerome Engel Jr

ILAE president 1989 – 1993

ILAE president 1993–1997

ILAE president 1997–2001

Giuliano Avanzini

Peter Wolf

Solomon Moshé

ILAE president 2001–2005

ILAE president 2005–2009

ILAE president 2009
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