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Venue: Sunlodge Hotel, Tesano, Accra, Ghana, 
Dates:  January 16-22, 2010
Organizers: Giuliano Avanzini and Marina Bentivoglio 
Local Organizers: Albert K Akpalu and Sammi K Ohene 

Saturday January 16
ARRIVAL 

17.00-18.00 Faculty and Students 

Introduction of students and faculty, review of schedule, 

workshop plans, presentation of course materials; discussion of the 

expectations and evaluations; subdivision of students in groups for discussion of lectures and workshops (3 groups)
18:00 -18:30 Explanation of grant proposal activities and IBRO-ILAE neuroscience court trial “Febrile seizures” accused 
18.30 – 19.00 Presentation of IBRO and ILAE: Marina Bentivoglio and Giuliano Avanzini
19.00 – 20.00 Key note lecture: Epilepsy in African societies



Sammy Ohene 

20.00: Welcome party (dinner)
Sunday January 17
Setting the stage: human and experimental epilepsy
Chair: Giuliano Avanzini
8.30 – 9.30: Epileptic seizures in humans: definitions and features

Cigdem Ozkara

9.30 - 10.30: Epileptic seizures in animals 


Giuliano Avanzini


10.30 - 11.00: Coffee break

11.00 - 12.00: The epilepsies



Albert Akpalu

12.00 – 13.00: Epidemiology of epilepsies and of epilepsy in Africa


Charles Newton
13.00 – 14.30: Lunch

14.30 – 15.30: Discussion of morning lectures (students in groups)
!5.30 – 16.30: Technical lecture: In vitro preparation to investigate epileptic discharges



Aristea Galanopoulou

16.30 – 17.00: Tea break

17.00 - 17.15: How to give an oral presentation (Marina Bentivoglio)
17.15 – 19.00: Preparation time for oral presentations (small groups, each assigned to a tutor)
19.00 – 20.30: Dinner

20.30 – 21.30: Professional skills: How to write a CV, how to apply for fellowships/funding opportunities. Faculty and Students
21.30 – 22.30: Preparation time for oral presentation and court trial
Monday January 18
The epileptic brain
Chair: Aristea Galanopoulou
8.30 – 9.30: Cell types in the brain: an overview of epilepsy protagonists


Marina Bentivoglio

9.30 – 10.30: Cellular mechanisms of epileptic discharges



Giuliano Avanzini


10.30 - 11.00: Coffee break

11.00 - 12.00: Neurodegeneration, neuroinflammation and neuroplasticity in the epileptic brain


Marina Bentivoglio

12.00 – 13.00: Status epilepticus: neurobiology and treatment 


Aristea Galanopoulou
13.00 – 14.30: Lunch

14.30 – 15.30: Discussion of morning lectures (students in groups)

15.30 – 18.00: Practical Workshops at Sunlodge – 3 groups rotating (Tea and coffee available)

Workshop 1: How to look at the epileptic brain (experimental histopathology

Marina Bentivoglio

Workshop 2: Models of epilepsy 
Aristea Galanopoulou
Workshop 3: Videos on human epilepsy

Giuliano Avanzini, Charles Newton, Cigdem Ozkara

19.00 – 20.30: Dinner

20.30 – 21.30: How to prepare a grant application. Krister Kristensson followed by 
Preparation time for grant proposal 
Tuesday January 19
Infections and epilepsy
Chair: Cigdem Ozkara

8.00 – 9.00 Infections and epilepsies: pathogenetic mechanisms



Krister Kristensson

9.00 – 10.00 Infections and epilepsies: clinical data



Charles Newton

10.00 - 10.15: Coffee break

10.15 - 11.15: Neuropathology of infections and neurocysticercosis and epilepsy



Krister Kristensson and M. Chiara Stefanini
11.15 – 12.15 Cerebral malaria and epilepsy


Charles Newton 
12.30 – 13.15 Discussion of morning lectures (students in groups)

13.15 – 14.00: Lunch

14.00 Bus transfer downtown and free afternoon
19.30 – 20.30: Dinner

20.30 – 22.30: 
Students’ oral presentations: two parallel sessions

Wednesday January 20
Epilepsy and development
Chair: Albert Akpalu
8.30 – 9.30 Brain maturation and migration disorders



Marina Bentivoglio

9.30 – 10.30: Maturation of brain excitable properties relevant to epileptogenesis



Giuliano Avanzini


10.30 - 11.00: Coffee break

11.00 - 12.00: Infantile and childhood epilepsies



M. Chiara Stefanini
12.00 – 13.00: Post-traumatic epilepsy



Thomas Dakurah and Teddy Totimeh
13.00 – 14.30: Lunch

14.30 – 15.30: Discussion of morning lectures (students in groups)
16.00 – 18.00: Practical Workshops in the Medical College on EEG
Festus Adzaku, Albert Akpalu, Giuliano Avanzini, Cigdem Ozkara, Chiara Stefanini 
19.00 – 20.30: Dinner

20.30 – 21.30: How to set-up a lab for the study of epilepsy, how to set-up an experiment to test potential effect of herbal medicines for epilepsy - Faculty and students
21.30 – 22.30: Time for preparation of grant proposal and court trial 
Thursday January 21
Treatment of epilepsy and psychiatric aspects
Chair: Teddy Totimeh
8.30 – 9.30 Action mechanisms of antiepileptic drugs (AEDs)



Giuliano Avanzini

9.30 – 10.30 AED treatment in childhood and adulthood


M. Chiara Stefanini and Giuliano Avanzini

10.30 - 11.00: Coffee break

11.00 - 12.00: AED treatment of women and in the elderly



Cigdem Ozkara
12.00 – 13.00: Epilepsy and psychiatry



Sammy Ohene

13.00 – 14.30: Lunch

14.30 – 15.30: Discussion of morning lectures (in groups)

15.30 – 18.30: Preparation time of grant proposal and court trial (Tea and coffee available)

19.00 – 20.30: Presentation of grant proposals by students’ groups and evaluation by review committee
20.30 – 22.30: Graduation dinner (party with music)
Friday January 22
9.00 - 11.00 Neuroscience court trial

Faculty and students.
11.00 – 12.00 Course evaluation and wrap-up: Faculty and students
12.00 – 13.00: Lunch

DEPARTURE

INSTRUCTORS
Festus Adzaku: Department of Physiology, University of Ghana medical School, Accra.

E-mail: komlaf@hotmail.com
Albert Akpalu: Department of Medicine, University of Ghana Medical school/Korle Bu Teaching Hospital, Accra, Ghana. E-mail: a_akpalu@yahoo.com
Giuliano Avanzini: Neurological Institute C. Besta, Milan, Italy. E-mail: avanzini@istituto-besta.it
Marina Bentivoglio: Department of Morphological and Biomedical Sciences, University of Verona, Italy. E-mail: marina.bentivoglio@univr.it
Thomas Dakurah: Department of Surgery (Neurosurgery), University of Ghana Medical School, Accra, Ghana. E-mail: tdakurah@yahoo.com

Aristea Galanopoulou: Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Bronx, NY, USA, aristea.galanopoulou@einstein.yu.edu
Krister Kristensson: Department of Neuroscience, Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm, Sweden. E-mail: krister.kristensson@ki.se
Charles Newton: KEMRI/Wellcome Trust Collaborative Programme, Kilifi, Kenya. E-mail: cnewton@kilifi.kemri-wellcome.org
Sammy K Ohene: Department of Psychiatry, University of Ghana Medical School, Accra, Ghana. E-mail: sam_ohene@yahoo.com
Cigdem Ozkara: Department of Neurology, Cerrahpasa Medical Faculty, Istanbul University, Istanbul, Turkey. E-mail: cigdemoz@istanbul.edu.tr.
Maria Chiara Stefanini: Department of Child Neuropsychiatry, Catholic University, Rome, Italy. E-mail: mariachiara.stefanini@rm.unicatt.it
Teddy Totimeh: Department of Surgery (Neurosurgery), University of Ghana Medical School, Accra, Ghana. E-mail: teddytt3@hotmail.com
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